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remained undecided till he went to Edinburgh.
His mentality was typical of the Indian then. His
choice of a career did not depend on his own suit-
ability or its utility to the cotintry he was to serve
but it was to be decided by the prospects of
material gain and comfortable Government jobs.
The desire to be an I.C.S. or at least a high
Government Official with liveried staff to escort one
was as irresistible then as the desire to become a
Congress Minister is four decades later. The
essence is the same. The former was naked, the
latter was garbed, and what more has the advantage
of deluding oneself and deluding the people.
When Abdul Samad could not decide for himself
the line he should choose he at least decided to
proceed to Edinburgh where he had some friends.
His decision was to depend on their advice and the
possibility of admission into the University.
Besides, he did not wish to stay in London. Three
notonths were enough to make him run away, three
years would be nothing short of dreary exile. Its
largeness impressed him, its incessant activity and
rush excited him, yet he could not live there; it was
too big for him*